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Abstract

The term “holiday brides” became popular in India in the 1990s to refer to wives who were
abandoned by their Non-resident Indian (NRI) husbands who returned back alone to their
prosperous foreign lands, mainly US, UK and Canada, soon after marriage. The
abandonment is apparentwhen months and years pass by, but the husband does notvisit,
contact or send any paper work for their spouse to join them in their foreign locations.
Shame which prevents many women from reporting such incidents combined with the
dearth of studies on the subject matter has resulted in only estimates being available of
the number of “holiday brides” in India. Studies estimate that there are close to 30,000 such
women in the state of Punjab alone in India. Through an examination of 21 key case laws
adjudicated in the Indian courts and literature review, the paper examines the interplay of
factors that lead to distinct challenges to advance the legal rights of “holiday brides,” given
their so-called transnational identity. An interplay of factors--breakdown of traditional
social institutions, globalization, and policy perspectives--shape the unique nature of
challenges experienced by this social group of women: women whose “womanhood” is
interrupted by the creation of the holography. Through a more holistic approach involving
societal and policy-based interventions, this paper highlights the need for a
comprehensive international policy to advance justice for the holiday brides.
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Introduction
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and Policy Concerns: The Perils of In 2018, a group of 8 abused women filed a public interest litigation in the Supreme Court of
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years, close to 4300 complaints relating to NRI marriages in foreign countries have been
reported which makes it important to draw the attention of the government to the cultural,
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social, and political factors for action (Venkatesan, 2018).
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